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Model Extrapolates below User  
Defined Outlet Rating Curves 

 
 

Issue:  If you are using "User Defined Outlet Rating Curves" for either an Inline 
structure or a lateral structure.  The software is incorrectly extrapolating below the 
lowest point in your curve and computing a bad flow, possibly even a negative flow. 
 
For example, if you put in an Outlet RC for an inline structure like this: 
 

 
 
For any water surface elevation below 919.36, the program will incorrectly compute 
a negative flow and try to use it.  This has been fixed and will be part of the HEC-
RAS 5.0.1 release. 
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Work Around.  To get around this issue, simply start all of your Outlet Rating 
Curves at an elevation below any possible water surface elevation.  So for the 
example above, here is what to enter to get around the issue: 
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